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Diinyanin ihtiyaci: Kadin Cesareti ve Bilgeligi

2024 yil Tirkiye ve diinyada muhafazakar ve otoriter yénetimlerin kadin haklarini
sistematik olarak geri gétirdigu, savas ve catismalanin (israil-Filistin ve Ukrayna-
Rusya gibi) hikim sirdigi, neo-liberal sermayenin dogay: rant ugruna yok ettigi,
ifade dzgirliklerinin kisitlandigi ve demokrasinin kiiresel capta geriledigi bir yil olarak
tarihe gecti.

2024 yili ayni zamanda bu gidisatin insanlik, toplum, demokrasi icin kabul edilemez
oldugunu cesaretle haykiran, kendi haklarini savunmanin yaninda, agacin hakkini da
savunan cesur ve bilge kadinlarin da yili oldu.

Tirkiye ve Dinyadan farkli grup ve kadinlar, korkunun, suskunlugun ve icine
kapanmanin yayginlastg bir ortamda, susmadilar. Tom baskilara ragmen, barisin,
toplumsal cinsiyet esitliginin, iklim adaletinin, demokrasinin ve laikligin yilmaz
savunucusu oldular.

2024 SES Yilin Kadinlan

K&yli kadinlar, kdylerinin agaclarini rant ugruna yok edecek olan nifuslu sirkete karsi
cesurca micadele ettiler. Bilgelikleri ile gérdikleri agaclarin gézyaslarini herkese
gésterdiler. Isci kadinlar, isverenleri tarafindan ugradiklarn magduriyete karsi aylarca
sokaklarda micadele verdiler. Dayanisma ile miicadelenin kazanilabilecegini
topluma gésterdiler. Laiklik savunucusu kadin aktivistler, hukukgular, muhafazakar
iktidarin baskisina ragmen gésteri yapma cesareti gésterdiler. Kirt feminist kimligi ile
yillardir siyaset yapabildiler. Kadin siyasetciler, erkeklerin oyun alani olan siyasette
kendilerine belediyelerde yer acabildiler. Kadin sanatcilar kadin haklarini sézciligi
yaptilar, zorlu sporlarin Ustesinden gelerek kendinden sonraki kusaga ilham verdiler.
Kadin gazeteciler, medya yéneticileri cesaretle 8zgir ve bagimsiz medyanin sézcileri
oldular. Filistinin Sesini yikselttiler. iklim adaleti icin kendi ilkelerini uluslararasi

Giilseren Onanc

Founding President of the SES Equality and
Solidarity Association

The World’s Need: Women’s Courage and Wisdom

The year 2024 will go down in history as a time when conservative and authoritarian
governments systematically rolled back women'’s rights, wars and conflicts (such as
Israel-Palestine and Ukraine-Russia) raged on, neoliberal capital destroyed nature
for profit, freedom of expression was restricted, and democracy regressed globally.

Yet, 2024 was also the year of courageous and wise women who boldly declared that
this trajectory was unacceptable for humanity, society, and democracy. These women
not only fought for their own rights but also championed the rights of nature, standing
as beacons of hope.

In Turkey and around the world, diverse groups of women refused to remain silent in an
atmosphere of growing fear, apathy, and retreat. Despite all the pressures, they stood
unwaveringly for peace, gender equality, climate justice, democracy, and secularism.

SES 2024 Women of the Year

Rural women bravely resisted powerful corporations seeking to destroy their village's
trees for profit, showing everyone the tears of the trees with their wisdom. Women
workers took to the streets for months, fighting against injustices perpetrated by their
employers, demonstrating to society that solidarity can win struggles. Women activists
and lawyers defending secularism showed great courage by staging protests despite
pressure from the conservative government. Kurdish feminist politicians carved out
spaces for themselves in municipalities, traditionally dominated by men. Women artists
advocated for women'’s rights, inspired the next generation by overcoming challenges
in demanding sports, and became role models. Women journalists and media leaders
fearlessly championed free and independent media, amplifying the voices of Palestine
and pursuing legal battles to hold their governments accountable for climate justice
in international courts.

mahkemede yargilanmasini saglayan hukuk micadelesi verdiler.
Kadin cesareti ve kadin bilgeligi ile dinyada aradigimiz umut oldular.
SES 2024 Yilin Kadinlari Nasil Belirlendi?

SES 2024 Yilin Kadinlan secim siireci, katilimei bir sekilde gerceklesti. SES Esitlik,
Adalet, Kadin Platformu olarak danismanlarimiz ile, Tirkiye ve disnyadan 32 kadin ve
grubu asagidaki kriterlere gére aday olarak belirledik:

Kadin, LGBTQ+, insan, cevre ve emek haklari micadelesi vermek,
Toplumsal cinsiyet esitligini savunmak, Ozgiirlik ve esitlik micadelesinde
feminist durusuyla &rnek olmak, Basarilariyla kadinlara ilham vermek
ve rol model olmak, Sistematik baskilara direnme cesareti ve kararliligs
gostermek, Dayanisma icinde toplumsal micadelelere katkida bulunmak.

Belirlenen adaylar, Tirkce ve ingilizce takipgilerimizle paylasildi ve 3500 kisinin
katldigi oylama sonucunda 6dil sahipleri belirlendi.

SES 2024 Yilin Kadinlar Odilleri Sahipleri

2024 yilinda SES Yilin Kadinlari; dogasini ve kamuya ait cevre haklarini korumak
icin micadele eden Hacibekir ve Yaniklar Kéyii Kadinlari, emek miicadelesinde
direnen Polonez Kadin lscileri, sanatin ézgir sesini yikselten Demet Evgar,
siyasette esitligi temsil eden kadin biyiksehir belediye baskanlar, Ozlem
Cercioglu, Ayse Serra Bucak Kiicik, Ayse Unliice, Fatma Sahin, Candan
Yiceer, Burcu Kéksal, Hazal Aras, Gilistan Sénisk, Melek Mizrak Subasi,
Filiz Gencan Akin ve Sofya Alagas, Filistinli kadinlarin SESlerini duyuran Arwa
Mahdawi, bilimin gelecegini sekillendiren llayda Samilgil, laiklik micadelesinin
semboli Nazan Moroglu, muhafazakar baskilara direnen geng kadinlarin sesi olan
Asla Yalniz Yirimeyeceksin Platformu, bagimsiz medyanin kadin temsilcileri
Bianet'ten Nadire Mater ve Evrim Kepenek, Acik Radyo'nun énci kadinlar
Meral Madra ve Didem Genctiirk, ilkelerine karsi agtiklar davayr kazanan iklim
adaleti savunulan Klima Seniorinnen, 7 kitada 7 zirveye irmanan dager Gilnur
Tumbat, Kirt feminist hareketinin énciilerinden Giltan Kisanak oldular.

Yasam Boyu Basan Odiili’ni bu yil kurulusunun 35. yilini kutlayan, Cagdas Yasami
Destekleme Dernegi'ne vermeye karar verdik. Tirkan Seylan’in 8nciliginde baslayan
bilime akla ve laiklige dayali yolculugun dimdik devam ediyor olmasi bize ilham ve
umut veriyor, yolumuzu aydinlatiyor.

Her biri, baski ve adaletsizlik karsisinda boyun egmeyerek, yalnizca kendileri icin
degil, gelecek nesiller icin de daha iyi bir dinya insa etme kararliliklarini ortaya koyan
8dul sahibi kadinlar ile gurur duyuyoruz.

Dinyanin ihtiyacinin kadin cesareti ve kadin bilgeligi oldugunu herkese gésterdiler.
Kadinlarin Cagrisi: Degisimin Parcasi Olun

SES 2024 Yilin Kadinlari, ilham veren hikayeleriyle bize eylem cagnsinda
bulunuyorlar. Onlarin bilgeligi ve cesareti ile actiklari yoldan ilerleyerek, baris ve

refah icinde bir memleket ve diinya icin degisimin bir parcasi olmaya davet ediyor.

Kadin cesareti ve bilgeligi ile bize umut olan kadinlara hayranlik ve
minnetle,

Giilseren Onang
SES Esitlik ve Dayanisma Dernegdi Kurucu Baskani

With their courage and wisdom, they became the hope the world needed.
How were the SES 2024 Women of the Year Selected?

The selection process for the SES 2024 Women of the Year was participatory. As the
SES Equality, Justice, Women Platform, in collaboration with our advisors, we identified 32
women and groups from Turkey and the world based on the following criteria:

Advocating for women’s, LGBTQ+, human, environmental, and labor
rights, Promoting gender equality, Exemplifying feminist courage in
the fight for freedom and equality, Inspiring women and serving as
role models through their achievements, Demonstrating bravery and
determination in resisting systemic oppression, Contributing to social
struggles through solidarity.

The nominees were shared with our Turkish and English speaking audiences, and the
award recipients were determined through a vote with 3,500 participants.

The SES 2024 Women of the Year include:

* Women from Hacibekir and Yaniklar villages who fought to protect their
environment and public rights.

Polonez Women Workers, who resisted labor injustices.

Actress Demet Evgar, who raised the free voice of art.

Women mayors representing equality in politics, including Ozlem Cercioglu,
Ayse Serra Bucak Kiiciik, Ayse Unliice, Fatma Sahin, Candan Yiiceer,
Burcu Kéksal, Hazal Aras, Gilistan Sénik, Melek Mizrak Subasi,

Filiz Gencan Akin, and Sofya Alagas.

Arwa Mahdawi, who amplified the voices of Palestinian women.

llayda Samilgil, shaping the future of science.

Nazan Moroglu, a symbol of the struggle for secularism.

The Asla Yalniz Yirimeyeceksin Platform, representing young women’s
resistance to conservative pressures.

Nadire Mater and Evrim Kepenek of Bianet

Meral Madra and Didem Gengtiirk of Acik Radyo, leading independent media.
Klima Seniorinnen, climate justice defenders who won a case against their country.
Mountaineer Gilnur Tumbat, who climbed seven peaks across seven continents.
Giiltan Kisanak, a pioneer of the Kurdish feminist movement.

The Lifetime Achievement Award was given to the Cagdas Yasami Destekleme Dernegi
celebrating its 35th anniversary. Inspired by Tirkan Saylan’s leadership, CYDD's
steadfast commitment to science, reason, and secularism continues to light the way
and provide hope.

We are proud of these remarkable women who, in the face of oppression and
injustice, demonstrated their unwavering commitment to building a better world for
future generations. They showed the world that what it truly needs is women’s courage
and wisdom.

A Call from Women: Be Part of the Change
The SES 2024 Women of the Year invite us to action with their inspiring stories.
Following the paths they have illuminated with their courage and wisdom, we are

called to be part of the change for a peaceful and prosperous country and world.

With admiration and gratitude for the women who have given us hope
through their courage and wisdom,

Giilseren Onang
Founder of SES Equa



Polonez

Gida Fabrikasi Iscileri

Sendikaya Uye olduktan sonra isten cikarilan
Polonez Gida Fabrikasi iscileri, 5 aydir verdikleri
direnisle sadece kendi haklarini degil tim emekgi
kadinlarin micadelesini temsil ediyor. Polonez
Kadin Iscileri, emegin ve hak micadelesinin en
cesur temsilcilerinden biri olarak sendikal haklar
ve calisma kosullarinin iyilestirilmesi icin verdikleri
micadeleyle Tirkiye'nin dért bir yaninda ses

getirdi.

Fabrika &niinde haftalarca siren eylemlerden
Catalca  Adliyesi  6niindeki  aclik  grevine,
Ankara’ya  yiriyis girisimlerinden  Anadolu
Adliyesi 6niindeki barikatlara kadar bu kadinlar,
her tirli baskiya ragmen geri adim atmadan
miicadelelerini sirdiriyor. Polonez Kadin Iscileri,
haklarini savunmak icin direnen, emegi icin

micadele eden kadinlarin simgesi oldu.

Polonez Food Factory Workers

After joining the union, Polonez Food Factory
workers were dismissed from their jobs. For the past
5 months, these workers have been fighting not only
for their own rights but also for the struggles of all
working women. As some of the most courageous
representatives of labor and rights advocacy, the
Polonez Women Workers have made their voices
heard across Tirkiye with their fight for union rights

and improved working conditions.

From weeks of protests in front of the factory to
hunger strikes outside Catalca Courthouse, from
attempts to march to Ankara to facing barricades
outside Anadolu Courthouse, these women have
continued their fight without backing down, despite
all forms of pressure. The Polonez Women Workers
have become a symbol of women resisting for their

rights and fighting for their labor.




Filistinli Kadinlarin SES'ini
Yukselten Kadinlar Adina:

Guardian Kose Yazan
Arwa Mahdawi

Raising the Voices of Palestinian Women:
Arwa Mahdawi, Guardian Columnist

Arwa Mahdawi, Filistin kékenli Amerikali yazar. The
Guardian gazetesinde dizenli olarak yayimlanan
kése yazilan ve Strong Female Lead (Gicli Kadin
Karakter) kitabinin yazarndir. Mahdawi, kadinlarin
giiclenmesi ve toplumsal esitlik icin ilham veren bir
kadin “SES”"i olarak &ne cikarken Filistinli kimligi
ile lsrail-Filistin catsmasinda Bat’nin degerlerini
sorgulayan bir yazar olarak dikkat cekiyor.
Hamas'in Israil saldinsinin  birinci  yilinda  bir
Filistinli kadinin Amerika’'da yasadiklarini kaleme
aldigr ve Guardian'da yayimlanan mektubunda:
“ABD’de yasayan bir Filistinli olarak arkadaslarim,
is firsatlarini ve insanliga olan inancimi kaybettim.
Filistinliler icin her yil diinya genelinde felaketlerle
doludur, ancak son 12 ay hayal edilemeyecek
kadar zor gecti.” sdzleriyle Filistinli kadinlarin SES'i

olmaya calismishr.

Arwa Mahdawi is a Palestinian-American writer, a
regular columnist for The Guardian, and the author
of Strong Female Lead. Mahdawi is a powerful
voice for women’s empowerment and social
equality, while her Palestinian identity has placed
her at the center of discussions about Western values
in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. In one poignant
letter published in The Guardian, she highlighted
the hardships faced by a Palestinian woman in the
U.S. a year after the Hamas-Israel clashes: “As
a Palestinian living in the U.S., | have lost friends,
job opportunities, and faith in humanity. Each year
is full of disasters for Palestinians globally, but the
past 12 months have been unimaginably tough.”
Through her words, Mahdawi amplifies the voices

of Palestinian women to the world.




llayda Samilgil:
Bilim Kadini

llayda Samilgil: The Young Leader Shaping the
Future with Science

layda Samilgil, bilime olan tutkusu ve yenilikci
girisimleriyle genc yasinda dinya capinda ses
getiren bir isim. ilayda Samilgil, lisedeyken
gelistirdigi sivilardaki su oranini miknatisla &lcen
projesiyle First Step to Nobel Prize in Physics
Yanismasi'ni kazanarak bilim dinyasina adim atti.
Cornell Universitesinde mihendislik egitimi alan
llayda, 2019'da Llume adli girisimini kurarak isik
teknolojisiyle saglk géstergelerini dlcen giyilebilir

cihazlar gelistirmeye baslad..

ABD Savunma Bakanlgr ile arastirma anlasmalar
imzalayan Llume, 8,9 milyon dolarlik yatinm
topladi. Forbes 30 Al 30 Listesi’'nde yer alan ilayda
Samilgil, bilim ve girisimciligi birlestirerek genc
kadinlara ilham veren bir lider oldu. Onun hikayesi,
genc kadinlara ilham verirken bilimin dinyay nasil

dénistirebilecegini de bir kez daha kanithyor.

With her passion for science and innovative ventures,
ilayda Samilgil has become a globally recognized
name at a young age. ilayda made her mark in the
science world by winning the First Step to Nobel
Prize in Physics competition back in high school with
her project that measured water content in liquids
using magnets. She went on to study engineering at
Cornell University and, in 2019, founded her startup
Llume, developing wearable devices that measure

health indicators using light technology.

Securing research agreements with the U.S.
Department of Defense, Llume raised $8.9 million
in investments. Featured in the Forbes 30 Under 30
list, llayda Samilgil is a leader who inspires young
women by combining science and entrepreneurship.
Her story proves not only how science can transform
the world but also serves as an inspiration for young

women everywhere.




Acik Radyo Kadinlari
Adina Didem Genctiirk ve
Meral Madra

Acik Radyo, 1995 yilindan bu yana Tirkiye'nin
bagimsiz medya alanindaki en giicli seslerinden
biri olarak yayin yaparken toplumsal cinsiyet
esitligi, cevre, kiltir ve sanat gibi konularda cok
sesli bir platform olma 8zelligi tasidi. Ancak 2024
yilinda Radyo ve Televizyon Ust Kurulu (RTUK)
tarafindan yayin lisansi iptal edilerek karasal
yayinlarina son verildi. Bu karar, Acik Radyo’nun
bir programinda 1915 olaylarinin  “soykinm”
olarak nitelendirilmesi nedeniyle alindi ve medya
6zgirligi adina biyik bir gerileme olarak

degerlendirildi.

Acik Radyo’nun bu zorlu siirecte direnisinin
ardinda, kadin  calisanlan  ve  program
yapimcilarinin emegi biyik bir yer tutuyor. Yayin
Koordinatéri Didem Genctirk ve Genel Midir
Meral Madra basta olmak Gzere, radyonun
kadin calisanlari, bagimsiz medyanin korunmasi
ve ifade 6zgirliginin savunulmasi icin dzveriyle
calisti. Onlarin cesareti ve kararli durusu, basin

6zgirligi micadelesinde ilham vermeye devam

ediyor.

Since its founding in 1995, Acik Radyo (Open
Radio) has been one of Tirkiye's strongest voices
in independent media, offering a diverse platform
for discussions on gender equality, the environment,
culture, and the arts. However, in 2024, its
broadcasting license was revoked by Tirkiye's Radio
and Television Supreme Council (RTUK) due to a
program referencing the 1915 events as “genocide.”
This decision marked a significant setback for media

freedom in Tirkiye.

Throughout this challenging period, Acik Radyo’s
resilience was powered by the dedication of its
women staff and program producers. Key figures
such as Broadcast Coordinator Didem Genctiirk and
Managing Director Meral Madra played a pivotal
role in defending independent media and freedom of
expression. Their courage and steadfast commitment
continue to inspire those fighting for press freedom

and democracy in Tirkiye.




isyigre Hiikiimeti'ne
AlHM'de Actig)
Davayi Kazanan
Ikllm Koruyucusu
“Ihtiyar” Kadinlar:
KlimaSeniorinnen

“Senior Climate Guardians”: KlimaSeniorinnen
of Switzerland

KlimaSeniorinnen, yani “Iklim Koruyucu Ihtiyarlar” KlimaSeniorinnen, or “Senior Climate Guardians,”

70 st yaslarinda olan kadinlar tarafindan kurulmus, is a Switzerland-based environmental movement

isvicre merkezli bir cevre ve iklim adaleti girisimi.
ileri yaslardaki kadinlarin liderliginde kurulan bu
hareket, iklim krizine karsi acil &nlem alinmasi icin
hikimetlere ve kurumlara baski yapmayi amacliyor.
Ozellikle iklim degisikliginin saglk ozerindeki
etkilerine dikkat ceken KlimaSeniorinnen, yasli

nesillerin bu krizden orantisiz sekilde etkilenmesine

VUrgu yaplyor.

founded by women in their 70s. The initiative
presses governments to take urgent action
against the climate crisis, emphasizing the
disproportionate effects of climate change on

older generations’ health.

In 2016, the group filed a case against the Swiss

government at the European Court of Human

KlimaSeniorinnen, 2016 yilinda ilkelerinin iklim
sorunu hakkinda séz verdigi kararlan vygulamadig
ve yaslarindan dolay iklim degisikliginin kendilerini
etkiledigi  gerekcesiyle Avrupa Insan  Haklan
Mahkemesi'ne (AIHM) lsvicre aleyhinde achg
davayr 2024 yilinda kazandi. AIHM, lsvicre'nin
cevre kirliligini azaltma calismalarini yetersiz buldu.
Bu tarihi zafer, iklim adaletinin ve insan haklarinin bir
arada savunulmasinin dnemini vurguluyor. 8 yil énce
40 kadin ile baslayan bu hareket bugiin kazandig

dava ile yiizlerce iklim aktivistine ilham oldu.

Rights (ECHR), arguing that their government's
insufficient environmental measures endangered
their health. The ECHR ruled in their favor, marking
a historic victory that underscored the intersection
of climate justice and human rights. What began
with 40 women has grown into a movement

inspiring hundreds of climate activists worldwide.




Hacibekir ve
Yaniklar Koyu Kadinlars

The Women of Hacibekir and Yaniklar Village

Canakkale’nin Bayramic ilcesine bagl Hacibekir ve
Yaniklar K&yt kadinlan, sadece yasam alanlarini
degil ayni zamanda dogay: ve gelecedi savunmak
icin verdikleri micadeleyle bir direnis ve dayanisma
érnegi sergilediler. Cengiz Holding-Truva Bakir
Madencilik A.S.'nin Feldspat Ocagi Projesi‘ne karsi
baslatlan hukuk miicadelesi, kadinlarin cevre hakki
icin verdikleri kararli miicadelenin bir semboli haline
geldi. Kadinlar, patlatmali madencilik faaliyetlerinin
kdylerinin  tarm ve hayvanclh@  Uzerindeki
yikici etkilerini engellemek amaciyla bir araya
geldi. “Havama, suyuma, topragima dokunma”
sloganiyla birlesen kéyli kadinlar, bélgenin tarim
ve dogal zenginliklerini korumak adina yalnizca
kendi yasamlarini degil gelecekteki nesillerin yasam

hakkini da savunuyorlar.

Hacibekir ve Yaniklar K&yt kadinlar, diszenledikleri
pankartlive sloganli protestolarla bilirkisi kesiflerinde
gicli bir ses oldular. Onlarin cabasi, Tirkiye'de
cevre hakki icin verilen miicadelede ilham kaynag

olmaya devam ediyor.

The women of Hacibekir and Yaniklar, a village in
Canakkale’s Bayramic district, have united in a fight
to protect their lands and the environment against

destructive mining projects.

Through peaceful protests and legal battles, they've
stood up to powerful corporations, ensuring their
agricultural  livelihoods and natural  resources
are preserved for future generations. Their
determination and solidarity inspire others fighting

for environmental justice across Tirkiye.




Tiirkiye'nin Kadin
Belediye Baskanlar:

Turkiye's Women Mayors

31 Mart 2024 yerel secimlerinde 81 ilin 11'inde
ve 61 ilcede secilen kadin belediye baskanlar
ile Cumhuriyet tarihinin en yiksek kadin belediye
baskani oranina ulasildi. Bu oran kadinlarin kirk
yili askin bir siredir verdigi siyasette var olma
micadelesinin 6nemli kazanimi olarak gerceklesti.

Siyasette verdikleri micadele ile il ve ilce belediye
baskanliklarini  kazanan  kadin  politikacilar,
kadinlara ve genc kizlara rol model oldular. Kadin
belediye baskanlari saltkadinlar degil uyguladiklari
kapsayici ve sosyal politikalar ile tim toplumu
daha esit, adil ve sirdirilebilir bir gelecege tasima

potansiyelleri ile topluma giiven veriyor.

Bu onemli basarnyr temsil eden il belediye
baskanlarnini, 2024 yilinin ~ kadinlan  olarak

onurlandirmayi uygun gérdik.

Bu basariya imza atan kadin il belediye baskanlari
arasinda; Aydin'da CHP'den Ozlem Cercioglu,

In the March 31, 2024 local elections, women
were elected as mayors in 11 provinces and 61
districts, achieving the highest proportion of women
mayors in the history of the Republic. This milestone
represents a significant victory in the decades-long
struggle of women to establish a presence in politics.
Through their efforts, these women politicians not
only secured mayoral positions in provinces and
districts but also became role models for women
and young girls across the country. Women mayors
inspire confidence in society with their potential
to lead not only women but the entire community
towards a more equal, just, and sustainable future

through inclusive and social policies.

We have deemed it fitting to honor the women
mayors of provincial municipalities who represent
this significant achievement as the Women of the
Year for 2024.

Diyarbakir'da DEM’den Ayse Serra Bucak Kiicik,
Eskisehir'de CHP'den Ayse Unlice, Gaziantep'te
AK Parti'den Fatma Sahin, Tekirdag'da CHP'den
Candan Yiceer, Afyonkarahisar'da CHP'den Burcu
Kéksal, Agri'da DEM'den Hazal Aras, Batman'da
DEM’'den Gilistan Séniik, Bilecik'te CHP’den Melek
Mizrak Subasi, Edirne’de CHP'den Filiz Gencan
Akin ve Siirt'te DEM’den Sofya Alagas yer aliyor.

Among the trailblazing women mayors are Ozlem
Cercioglu (CHP) in Aydin, Ayse Serra Bucak
Kicik (DEM) in Diyarbakir, Ayse Unliice (CHP) in
Eskisehir, Fatma Sahin (AKP) in Gaziantep, Candan
Yiceer (CHP) in Tekirdag, Burcu Kéksal (CHP) in
Afyonkarahisar, Hazal Aras (DEM) in Agri, Gilistan
Sénik (DEM) in Batman, Melek Mizrak Subasi
(CHP) in Bilecik, Filiz Gencan Akin (CHP) in Edirne,
and Sofya Alagas (DEM) in Siirt.




Yalniz Yurumeyeceksin
Girisimi

You Will Never Walk Alone Initiative

Yalniz Yirimeyeceksin Girisimi, Tirkiye'de basértisini
cikarmak isteyen ancak toplumsal baskilar ve aile
zorlamalar nedeniyle bu adimi atmakta zorlanan
kadinlarin 6zgirlik micadelesine destek olmak
icin kurulan gicli bir dayanmisma platformudur.
Girisim, basértisini birakma karan alirken bireysel
ve toplumsal baskilarla miicadele eden kadinlarin
hikayelerini gérinir kilarak bu sirecte yalniz
olmadiklarini hissettirmeyi amacliyor. “Basértisin
cikarmak istiyorum ama korkuyorum” sézleriyle
baslayan bir paylasim, girisimin kurulusuna ilham
oldu. Bu itiraf, benzer zorluklarla karsilasan
bircok kadin icin bir dayanisma ve umut kapisi
act. Kadinlarin kendi hikayelerini anonim olarak
paylasabildigi platform, birey olma hakkini savunan
ve ataerkil baskilara karsi duran bir toplumsal
hareketin 8nciist haline geldi. Yalniz Yirimeyeceksin
Girisimi, yalnizca hikayelerini gérinir kilmakla
kalmiyor, ayni zamanda kadinlar arasinda giicli
bir dayanisma agi olusturuyor. Dijital platformlar ve
fiziksel bulusmalar araciligiyla kadinlarin kendilerini
ifade etmelerine olanak taniyor ve &zgiirlesme
sireclerinde yanlarinda duruyor. Girisim, kadinlarin
bireysel dzgirliklerine sahip cikmalari icin ilham ve

cesaret kaynagi olmaya devam ediyor.

The You Will Never Walk Alone Initiative is a
solidarity platform supporting women who face
societal and familial pressures while trying to
remove their headscarves. The movement began
with an anonymous post stating, “l want to remove
my headscarf, but | am afraid.” This sparked a wave
of stories from women confronting similar struggles,
creating a safe space for shared experiences. The
initiative empowers women by amplifying their
voices, fostering solidarity through digital platforms
and physical gatherings, and encouraging women

to take control of their personal freedom.




Bianet Adina
Nadire Mater ve
Evrim Kepenek

Bianet: Nadire Mater and Evrim Kepenek

Bianet (Bagimsiz iletisim Agi), ifade 6zgurliginy
savunmak, bagmsiz  habercilk yapmak ve
toplumsal cinsiyet esitligini desteklemek amaciyla
kurulmus, Tirkiye'nin en 6nemli bagimsiz medya
platformlarindan  biridir. Kadin haklarindan iklim
krizine, insan haklarindan ifade &zgirligine kadar
genis bir yelpazede yaphg@i haberlerle kamuoyunu
bilgilendiren Bianet, Tirkiye'de bagimsiz medyanin

en giicli seslerinden biri olmaya devam ediyor.

Nadire Mater, gazetecilik mesleginin onurlu bir
temsilcisi olarak, yillardir insan haklar ve toplumsal
cinsiyet esitligi alanindaki calismalariyla taniniyor.
Evrim Kepenek ise toplumsal cinsiyet odakl
haberciligiyle kadinlarin hikayelerini gérinir kilmak
ve toplumsal farkindalik yaratmak icin dnemli bir rol
oynuyor. Bianet, kadin odakli habercilik anlayisiyla
dzellikle kadina yénelik siddet, ayrmcilik ve hak
ihlalleri konusunda gicli bir farkindalik yaratyor.
Bianet'in cesur ve ilkeli durusu, basin 6zgirligi ve
toplumsal esitlik icin miicadele eden tim gazeteciler

icin bir ilham kaynag olmaya devam ediyor.

Bianet (Independent Communication Network)
stands as one of Tirkiye's leading independent
media platforms, dedicated to press freedom and
gender equality. Covering topics from women's
rights to environmental and human rights, Bianet

raises awareness on critical societal issues.

Nadire Mater, a veteran journalist, and Evrim
Kepenek, an advocate of gender-sensitive
reporting, lead the way in creating impactful stories
that shed light on discrimination and gender-based
violence. Bianet's commitment to fearless journalism
and equality makes it a beacon of hope for press
freedom and an inspiration for those fighting for

justice.




7 Kita, 7 Zirve'de
Tiirkiye'den Ilk Kadin
Dagci: Glilnur Tumbat

The First Turkish Woman to Conquer the Seven
Summits: Gulnur Tumbat

ABD San Francisco State Universitesi'nde &gretim
gérevlisi olan Prof. Dr. Gilnur Tumbat, akademisyen,
dagci ve ultra maraton kosucusudur. 7 kitanin 7 en
yuksek noktasina tirmanan ilk Tirkiyeli kadin sporcu

olarak, disnyanin 13. kadin sporcusu olmayi basard..

Tumbat, Giiney Amerika’da Aconcagua Dagi'na,
Kuzey Amerika’da Denali Dagi'ng, Afrika’da
Kilimanjaro Dagi'na, Avrupa’da Elbruz Dagi'ng,
Asya'da dinyanin zirvesi olan 8 bin 848 metre
yUkseklige sahip Everest Dagi'na, Okyanusya'da
Carstensz Dag@i'na trmanmayi basardi. Dageilik
gibi biytk micadeleler gerektiren bir spor dalindq,
gelisimin uzun ve sirekli olarak calismanin ardindan
geldigine inanan Gilnur Tumbat'in bu buyik

basarisi bircok kadina ilham oluyor.

Prof. Dr. Gilnur Tumbat, a professor at San Francisco
State University, is a Turkish academic, mountaineer,
and ultra-marathon runner. She is the first Turkish
woman and the 13th woman in the world to summit
the highest peaks on all seven continents, known as the

Seven Summits.

Her incredible achievements include scaling Mount
Aconcaguain South America, Denaliin North America,
Kilimanjaro in Africa, Elbrus in Europe, Carstensz
Pyramid in Oceaniq, Everestin Asia, and Mount Vinson
in Antarctica. Gilnur Tumbat's perseverance and belief
that growth stems from continuous effort make her an
inspiration fo women everywhere, particularly in the
face of challenges in traditionally male-dominated

sports like mountaineering.




Kilirt Feminist Hareketi
Adina Gultan Kisanak

The Kurdish Feminist Movement: Gultan Kisanak

Kirt Feminist Hareketi, kadinlarin 8zgirlijk, esitlik ve
hak miicadelesini en zorlu kosullarda bile sirdiiren,
Tirkiye'de ve uluslararasi alanda yanki uyandiran
bir direnis hareketi olarak 6ne cikiyor. Hareket, Kirt
kadinlarinin tarihsel olarak maruz kaldigi baskilara
karsi gelistirdigi kolektif dayanisma ve érgitlenme
modeliyle yalnizca bir toplumsal hareket degil ayni
zamanda bir umut isigr haline geldi. Giltan Kisanak,
genclik yillarindan itibaren siyasi micadelenin

icinde yer ald..

Kisanak 1980 Askeri Darbesi sonrasi gézaltina
alinarak Diyarbakir Cezaevi'nde agir iskencelere
maruz kaldi. Bu deneyim, onu hak micadelesi
ve toplumsal cinsiyet esitligi konusunda daha da
kararli bir aktivist haline getirdi. Kisanak, 2014
yilinda Diyarbakir Biyiksehir Belediye Baskani
secilerek kadinlarin yerel yénetimlerde daha fazla
temsil edilmesi icin 8rnek bir liderlik sergiledi. Kadin
dostu kent projeleri, kadin isthdamini artirmaya
yonelik girisimler ve yerel ydnetimlerde es baskanlik
sistemi gibi yenilikci politikalarla dikkat cekti. Ancak
2016 yilinda gérevden alinarak tutuklandi ve 7,5
yil cezaevinde kaldi. 16 Mayis 2024 tarihinde
tahliye edildi. Kisanak, yalnizca bir lider degil ayni
zamanda tim kadinlara ilham veren bir direnis

semboli olarak tarih sahnesindeki yerini koruyor.

The Kurdish Feminist Movement represents a
powerful collective effort for freedom, equality, and
women'’s rights, becoming a beacon of hope both in

Turkiye and globally.

Giltan Kisanak has been a prominent figure in
this movement, with her activism rooted in her
early experiences, including imprisonment and
torture following the 1980 Military Coup. Elected
Mayor of Diyarbakir in 2014, Kisanak introduced
innovative policies like women-friendly cities, co-
chairing systems in local governance, and initiatives
to boost women’s employment. Her leadership
was interrupted in 2016 when she was removed
from office and imprisoned for 7.5 years. After her
release in May 2024, she emerged as a symbol of
resilience and an inspiration to women fighting for

their rights under the harshest circumstances.




Laiklik Miicadelesi Veren
Girisimler Adina

Nazan Moroglu

The Fight for Secularism: Nazan Moroglu

2024 yilinda kadin drgitlerinin énemli bir miicadele
alani  “laiklik”  oldu. Tirkiye'de bosanmalarin
-erkekler icin- hizlandinlmasi, aile arabuluculugunun
desteklenmesi, yeni diizenleme gibi bircok hukuksal
degisim, kadin hareketinin tepkisi ile karsilash. Aile
Hukuku'nda ve Medeni Yasa'da laik hukukun
neredeyse tamamen cokertilecegi ve hukukun
dinilestirilecegine iliskin endiseler gindeme tasindh.
Dinden alinan esaslara dayandirlan  degisimlere
dikkat cekildi. Tirkiye'de kadinlar laikligin tehlikede
olduguna dikkat cekmek iizere cok sayida gésteri
ve miting diizenlediler. Iktidarn Medeni Kanun
degisikligine iliskin girisimlerine direnc gé&sterdiler.
Kadina yénelik siddefin 6ziinde yatan cinsiyefci eril
diistincenin karsisinda miicadele etmek icin laikligin ne

kadar 8nemli oldugunu vurguladilar.

Laiklk micadelesi veren binlerce kadin ading,
yasamini medeni hukukun savunulmasina adayan,
kadin harekefinin énemli isimlerinden Nazan Moroglu
Tirkiye'deki laiklik miicadelesi veren kadinlarin
en 6nde gelen kisisidir. Akademisyen ve hukukcu
kimliginin &tesinde akfivist kimligi ile de éne cikan
Nazan Morogly, laiklik mijcadelesinin sembol ismi
olmustur. Nazan Moroglu, Medeni Kanun'un &zellikle
kadin haklarini koruyan maddelerinin zayiflatlmasina
karsi micadele vermis, laik egitimin bireylerin &zgiirce
gelisimini  saglayacak en &6nemli arac oldugunu
savunmustur. “Tork Universiteli Kadinlar Dernegi”
baskanligr siresince projeler gerceklestirmis, kadina
yonelik siddetle micadelede hukuki diizenlemelerin
hayata gecirilmesinde 8nemli rol oynamishr. Hukukcu
kimligi, kadin haklarina adanmishg, aktivist ruhu ile
kendinden sonra gelen nesillere ilham olmaya devam

ediyor.

In 2024, women’s organizations in Tirkiye focused
their efforts on defending secularism. Legislative
changes, such as the acceleration of divorces for
men, promotion of family mediation, and alterations
to alimony laws, faced backlash from the women'’s
movement. Concerns arose that these changes,
grounded in religious principles, would undermine

secular family law.

Women protested across Tirkiye, warning of the
dangers posed to secularism and opposing proposed
amendments fo the civil code. They emphasized the
link between gender-based violence and patriarchal
attitudes, stressing secularism’s vital role in fostering

gender equality.

Representing thousands of women fighting for
secularism, Nazan Moroglu stands out as a pioneering
academic, lawyer, and activist. A staunch defender
of the civil code’s protections for women, she has
dedicated her life to advocating for secular education
and legal reforms that empower women. Her efforts

confinue to inspire generations of activists.




Demet Evgar, Oyuncu

Demet Evgar: A Multifaceted Artist and

Advocate for Equality

Demet Evgar, Tirkiye'nin en yetenekli ve cok yénli
tiyatro, sinema ve televizyon dizi oyuncularindan.
Canlandirdigi  karakterlere kathgr derinlik ve
sahne izerindeki enerjisiyle hem izleyicileri
hem de elestirmenleri etkilemeyi basaran Evgar,

sanatin dénistirici giciine inanan bir isim.

Sanat  kariyerinin  yani  sira Demet Evgar,
toplumsal farkindalik yaratma cabalanyla da
éne cikiyor. Kadin haklar, toplumsal cinsiyet
esitligi ve cevre konularinda aktif bir savunucu
olan Evgar, Birlesmis Milletler Kadin Birimi
(UN Women) Tirkiye'nin lyi Niyet Elcisi olarak
atanip bu alandaki calismalarini uluslararas:
bir platforma tasidi. Bu gérev kapsaminda
Evgar, toplumsal cinsiyet esitliginin saglanmasi,
kadinlarin gisclendirilmesi ve siddetsiz bir toplum
insa edilmesi icin farkindalik kampanyalarina

éncilik ediyor.

Demet Evgar, sanatini sadece bir ifade araci degil
topluma katki saglayan bir sorumluluk olarak
gériyor. Hem sahnede hem de toplumda gicli
bir figir olarak, sanatin ve aktivizmin kesisiminde

ilham vermeye devam ediyor.

Demet Evgar is one of Tirkiye's most versatile and
talented performers, known for her impactful roles
on stage and screen. From the comedic brilliance
of Bir Kadin Bir Erkek to the poignant drama
of Sofra Sirlan, Evgar’s diverse body of work

showcases her unmatched talent.

Beyond her artistic contributions, Demet is an
outspoken advocate for women's rights and social
equality. As a UN Women Goodwill Ambassador,
she leads campaigns promoting gender equality

and combating violence against women.

Demet Evgar exemplifies the power of art as a tool
for social change, using her platform to inspire and

advocate for a more just and equitable world.




alanlarda sagladigr destek ile 6grencilerin yasamina projects in areas such as women'’s rights, environmental

Ya §a m Boyu Ba §a r I deger katiyor. awareness, and culture and the arts.
Kurucu Baskan Tirkan Saylan’in 6nciliginde baslayan CYDD's mission is to nurture contemporary individuals
Od o d Y bu bilime, akla ve laiklige dayali yolculuk, onun kararli in line with Atatiirk’s principles and reforms and to build
u u @ ag a § a §a m I micadelesinin achdi yolda, Ayse Yiksel liderliginde a society founded on education, where individuals
o devam etmektedir. can live freely and equally. This journey, initiated

under the visionary leadership of Founding President

Tirkan Saylan, continues along the path forged by her

Destekleme Dernegi

Lifetime Achievement Award: Cagdas Yasami
Destekleme Dernegi

unwavering dedication.

Cagdas Yasami Destekleme Dernegi (CYDD),
Turkiye'de laik egitimi savunmak ve cagdas
degerleri yayginlastrmak amaciyla 1989 yilinda,
Prof. Dr. Tirkan Saylan énciliginde kurulmus &nci
bir sivil toplum kurulusudur. CYDD, bireylerin &zgiir
dissiinceye dayall bir yasam sirmesini saglamak,
toplumsal kalkinmay: desteklemek ve 6zellikle kiz
cocuklarinin egitim hakkina erisimini arirmak icin
yaph@i calismalarla Tirkiye'de sosyal adaletin ve
demokrasinin gelisimine katkida bulunuyor.

“Cagdas bir gelecek icin cagdas bireyler”
anlayistyla hareket eden CYDD, egitim burslarindan
kirsal  bolgelerde okul yapimina,  mesleki
egitimlerden sosyal farkindalik kampanyalarina
kadar genis bir yelpazede faaliyet g&sterir. Bugiine
kadar binlerce égrenciye sagladigi burslarla onlarin
egitim hayatlarini  sirdirmelerine  destek olan
dernek, kadin haklar, cevre bilinci, kiiltir-sanat gibi

The Association for Supporting Contemporary
Life (CYDD) is a pioneering non-governmental
organization established in 1989 wunder the
leadership of Prof. Dr. Tirkan Saylan, with the aim
of advocating for secular education and promoting
contemporary values in Tirkiye. CYDD is recognized
for its efforts to ensure individuals lead lives based
on free thought, support social development, and,
in particular, enhance access to education for girls.

Guided by the principle of “Contemporary
individuals for a contemporary future,” CYDD
operates across a wide range of activities, from
providing education scholarships and constructing
schools in rural areas to vocational training
and social awareness campaigns. Through the
scholarships it has granted to thousands of students,
the association has supported their educational
journeys, while also undertaking significant




SES Esitlik ve Dayanisma

Dernegi

SES Esitlik ve Dayanisma Dernegi

2019 yilinda kurulan SES Esitlik ve Dayanisma
Dernegi, (www.sesdernegi.org) toplumsal
cinsiyet esitligini saglamak ve Birlesmis Milletler
Sirdirilebilir Kalkinma hedeflerine ulasmak Gzere
esitlik ve dayanisma degerlerini savunan ve bunlar
yasama gecmesi icin projeler gerceklestiren bir sivil
toplum kurulusudur.

SES Esitlik ve Dayanisma Dernegi‘nin dijital yayn
platformu SES Esitlik, Adalet, Kadin Platformu
(www.esitlikadaletkadin.org ) Tirkiye'nin ilk ve tek
toplumsal cinsiyet odakli haberciligi yapmaktadir.
Platform haftalik Tirkce ve Ingilizce e-biltenler
yayinlamaktadir.  Platform, biltenler ve sosyal
medya hesaplarn ile on binlerce kisinin yerel
ve uluslararasi  gelismeleri toplumsal  cinsiyet
perspektifiyle anlamalarina yardimei olmaktadr.
SES Esitlik ve Dayanisma Dernegi 2021 yilindan
beri her yil Dinyadan ve Tirkiye'den SES Yilin
Kadinlar adaylarini belirlemekte ve katiimc bir
secim sireci ile yilin kadinlarini belirlemektedir. SES
Yilin Kadinlar Odilleri ocak ayinda organize edilen
&dil téreni ile sahiplerine sunulmaktadir.

SES Equality and Solidarity Association

SES Equality and Solidarity Association

Founded in 2019, the SES Equality and Solidarity
Association  (www.sesdernegi.org) is a non-
governmental organization advocating for the
values of equality and solidarity. It implements
projects to promote gender equality and contribute
to achieving the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals.

The digital publication platform of the SES Equality
and Solidarity Association, the SES Equality, Justice,
Women Platform (www.esitlikadaletkadin.org), is
Turkey's first and only media outlet dedicated to
gender-focused journalism. The platform publishes
weekly newsletters in both Turkish and English,
helping tens of thousands of people understand
local and international developments from a gender
perspective through its newsletters and social media
channels.

Since 2021, the SES Equality and Solidarity
Association has annually identified nominees for the
SES Women of the Year from Turkey and around the
world. Through a participatory selection process,

Yilin  kadinlart  adaylarinin  belirleme  kriterleri
asagidaki gibidir;

e Kadin, LGBTQ+, insan, cevre ve emek haklari
miicadelesi vermek,

* Toplumsal cinsiyet esitligini savunmak,

o Ozgirlik ve esitlik micadelesinde feminist
durusuyla &rnek olmak,

* Basarilaryla kadinlara ilham vermek ve rol
model olmak,

* Sistematik baskilara direnme cesareti ve
kararlihgr gdstermek,

* Dayanisma icinde toplumsal miicadelelere
katkida bulunmak.

SES Yilin Kadinlan Odilleri, kadinlarin her yil
verdigi micadelenin, genis bir kitle tarafindan
gérilmesi, dayanismanin, micadelenin, direnisin
ddillendirilmesi ve kadin hareketin  dayanisma
ruhunun pekistirilmesi icin  6nemli bir platform
olusturuyor.

Odil  sahiplerinin  hikayeleri, sosyal medya
izerinden genis kitlelere ulasarak, kadin liderligini
ve toplumsal cinsiyet esitligini tesvik ediyor.

the association announces the Women of the Year,
presenting awards during a ceremony held each
January.

The criteria for selecting the Women of the Year are
as follows:

* Advocating for women'’s, LGBTQ+, human,
environmental, and labor rights.

* Promoting gender equality.

* Serving as a role model through a feminist stance
in the struggle for freedom and equality.

* Inspiring women with achievements and serving
as a role model.

* Demonstrating courage and defermination in
resisting systemic oppression.

* Contributing to social struggles with solidarity.

The SES Women of the Year Awards provide an
essential platform to highlight women’s annual
struggles, recognize their resilience, and celebrate
solidarity, resistance, and the spirit of the women's
movement.

The stories of the awardees reach broad audiences
through social media, encouraging women'’s
leadership and advancing gender equality.




